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The Sauk Village community long suffered 
from pollutants leaching into their drinking 
water from industries that chose to ignore the 
impact of their actions on the environment. 
The poor quality water degraded plumbing and 
fixtures throughout District 168. As an interim 
measure to protect the health of its students 
and staff, the District had disconnected from 
this contaminated water supply.

A better solution was 
needed...
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Water at all three schools was not potable, 
and the entire plumbing infrastructure had 
degraded. As a result, the District had to 
purchase bottled water for all 1400 students 
plus staff. The failing infrastructure rendered 
many of the schools’ fixtures non-functional.
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An ultraviolet (UV) filtering system was designed and 
installed as part of a major plumbing infrastructure 
project to address the District’s very poor water quality 
issues. The system was designed with redundancy and 
monitoring to ensure that all water is filtered before 
entering the building distribution system and routed 
through all new pipes, fixtures, and drinking fountains.

UV technology utilized by the new water treatment 
system destroys illness-causing microorganisms by 
attacking their genetic core. Treated water is chemical-
free (no chemical taste or odor is added), does not 
require filters (no waste is generated), does not 
require flushing (no water loss), and needs very little 
maintenance (just an annual change of the UV bulb).

This Sensitive Rehab project was a top priority for the 
CCSD 168 School Board, Administration and the local 
community. Every aspect of the design incorporates 
energy efficiency and green technology that fits the 
long-term needs of the District, and creates healthy 
buildings by providing clean, safe drinking water for  
all three schools, their students, and staff.


